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Latin America and the Caribbean has the highest unintended pregnancy 
rate of any world region.

Our region is considered the most violent in the world for women, and is home 
to ten of the world’s 15 most unequal countries.

The challenges facing Latin America and the Caribbean are 
not just a matter of development, but also of rights and 
justice. I am inspired by the young activists who are on the 
front lines of this movement, who relentlessly take on an 
increasingly emboldened opposition. They’re not afraid to 
fight for the world they envision, and it’s up to us to empower 
them and let them lead.”
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RESILIENCE IN TIMES OF CRISIS 

In the fall of 2017, our region faced multiple catastrophic natural disasters. 
Powerful earthquakes shook Mexico, and two Category 5 hurricanes ripped 
across the Caribbean, causing at minimum, more than deaths in 
Puerto Rico alone. The International Planned Parenthood Federation/
Western Hemisphere Region (IPPF/WHR) mobilized immediately. We 
connected with our global humanitarian team and deployed more than half 
a million dollars in emergency funding and supplies to serve the most 
affected populations. 

Our local partners never stopped supporting their communities—even when 
some of our staff and volunteers lost their own homes and loved ones. 

PUERTO RICO
Our local partner Profamilias teamed up with 
sister organizations to deploy mobile health 
units to rural communities despite severe 
electricity outages, intense flooding, and 
collapsing infrastructure. They provided health 
services, partnered with domestic violence 
shelters, and focused on the needs of young 
people to prevent unintended pregnancies that 
tend to spike following natural disasters.

MEXICO
In Ixtaltepec, a rural area suffering from high 
rates of inequality and few employment 
prospects, our clinic was the only functioning 
health facility following the 8.1 magnitude 
earthquake. Our partner, Mexfam, provided free 
emergency trauma-related care and sexual and 
reproductive health services, while gathering 
and distributing donated supplies such as 
female hygiene products, clothing, and baby 
formula.
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“After the hurricane, women and girls were pressured or forced to 
have sex for things like food and shelter. All women and young 
people need to be empowered to make their own decisions and 
protect themselves—during disasters and every day.” —Marilyn
Richards, Executive Director, Dominica Planned Parenthood Association

“Hurricanes Irma and Maria caused a humanitarian crisis in Puerto 
Rico. We could not have survived without IPPF/WHR’s financial support and 
solidarity. Their help allowed us to resist, rise, but , start to 
rebuild.”—
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VENEZUELA: PROVIDING CARE,
DESPITE THE CHALLENGES

-

“I have three children and don’t want to have more right now. I’m not 
living in conditions to do so. The cost of diapers and other basic things is 
shocking. But we still have hope—that’s the beautiful thing about 
Venezuelans.” —Gohambri Cassasco, PLAFAM client
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CHILE: A HISTORIC MILESTONE 
FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS 

Our partners are undeterred: They are advocating for further changes to 
make the law more accessible, working to ensure that women know 
their rights, and training health care providers.
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At the core of IPPF/WHR’s work is a commitment to ensuring universal 
access to comprehensive sexuality education that fosters gender equality 
and youth empowerment.

Yet throughout the region, the opposition continues to use narratives that 
discredit the valuable work we have done around evidence-based 
comprehensive sexuality education programs. 

have gained  threatening the 
well-being and health of youth and their families.

In addition to constant attacks from the opposition, 

, which cuts off U.S. funding to any 
organization that uses their own non-U.S. funds to advocate for or provide 
abortion care. 

 They train teachers to lead educational programs in the 
classroom, and have launched a series of animated online videos on topics 
like sexual orientation and puberty. They’ve also created a youth network 
called Red Joven that trains and mentors volunteers so they can lead peer-
to-peer  education sessions in their communities.

 

sexuality

20-year-old member of Red Joven in Rionegro, Colombia
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